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The Milieu of Educational Reform
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Critically Conscious Purpose

Critically R i
Conscious the ONe@ principleO

Purpose

Ocritical hopeO (Duncan-Andrade, 2009)

Critical awareness and analysis of structural and material
Inequalities

DonOt aim to make urban education a mirror of middle q
education

Embrace and utilize the righteous indignation of urban you
Fight and anger
Sadness and confusion

Fears/fear of failure and success




ood Morning. | am ---, and | am from ---. | am a student body Vice President,
and today | am going to stand up for my community. Today, | am here to talk
about one of the issues of not only my school but in other schools in my
community where | live. | am from Watts located in South Central Los Angeles.

major problem in our school is our substitutes. We have lots of bad subs in
our class. Subs disrespect us students all the time. They have called us animals
and shout at us. They say we donOt have privileges and make us write
standards. | am sorry to use this as an example but one of the subs told us girls

that if we behaved bad our dad would touch and hit our privates. Why is it that there arenOt any good
subs at our school? | believe that they think this is a bad area and that we donOt behave good. They
always shout at us because they donOt have patience and respect for us. We always get subs
because my teacher gets pulled away every Tuesday and more. | think good subs are afraid to come
to our school.

inally, at our school the focus is on taking tests like
the CAT6 and on Open Court. Programs like Open
Court are boring, but the school makes us do it. We do
not have other types of subjects like art, science,
music, and dance. | think they should let us learn
different things for example we should learn more arts.
Without having good teachers, school would not be fun
to come to.

hese are only a few of the problems that happen in
our school and schools like us. We kids deserve better
and thatOs why | am here today. Thank you for listening
to me.




Duty
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Purpose

Duty

genuinely want to be at the school, with the kids, and doing \
they do, even when schools attack them

not afraid of the hood; constantly seeking contact with paren
siblings, and the community

Uncompromising moral obligation to put kids ovel
the job

Jump at challenges, risk takers, refuse to be Oteam playersd
losing team

Teaching in urban schools is not a OjobO, itOs a v
life

Teacher is who they are not what they do
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Preparation
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Duty

Preparation

Prepare to succeed and expect to succeed

shows in their excitement, passion and belief in the
delivery of their curriculum,;

Tremendous respect for the craft

constantly thinking and planning about how to use th
craft to help students respond to the material
conditions of their lives

none of them use boxed curriculum

High level of subject-matter competency

capacity to make content areas relevant to the matel
conditions and lived experiences of urban youth
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Socractic Sensibility

Critically
Conscious
Purpose

OAIl great undertakings are risky, and as 1
Buty say, what Is worth while Is always
difbcultO (Socrates in PlatB&gublic, Part
separaion | V11, Book VI p. 220, section 4, d-e)

C‘)"helunexamined life is not worth
livingO (Socrates in Platdos Apology, p.
71-72)

Socratic
Sensibility




Socratic Sensiblility

Critically
Conscious

Purpose The wise person knows they know nothin
and therefore values intellect over
Duty intelligence

Seek opportunities to learn from their
students, community and highly competer
S colleagues

Sensibility Ba

Preparation

ance readiness to learn with a conbde
In what they do and why they do it




Trust

Critically
Conscious
Purpose

Duty

Preparation

Socratic
Sensibility

Earned daily (easier to lose than to get; NOT de-
facto)

Trust In their students, trust from their students
Indignant about failure

high expectations with tough love and support

place responsibility for success on themselves pr
without excusing students from their responsibility




Trust: Prioritizing the Humanization of Stude




What About Achievement

State measures? Yes

Critically
Conscious
Purpose

Test scores

Literacy & numeracy (quality and quantity)

Grades
Duty .
College preparation

College going

Preparation

v— Human measures? Yes
ocratic
Sensibility Positive self identity
Purpose

Hope

Critical awareness




Theory of change: Cultural/ideological shifts as

tipping points in urban schools
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Teacher cultural/ideological shift

Student cultural/ideological shift

Classroom cultural/ideological shift

School cultural/ideological shift




What happens when It tip:s
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s || OEthe momentthat philosophy
ceases to Interpret the world, It
Peparation | pecomes a weapon with which to
change itrevolutioD (Althusser, 1968
Socratic 7)
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All great undertakings
are risky
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